in sensitivity analyses extending the incubation period to 72 hours (OR, 2.8; 95% CI, 1.2-6.3). Trends in other areas did not reach statistical significance, and the effect was not significant in an adjusted hospitalwide analysis. Subsequent investigation revealed that cleaning practices for the scanner table of the CT-ED had not yet been updated to match the standardized methods applied in other radiology suites.
To avoid calculating proportions in countries with few data points, we calculated the proportion of attacks involving firearms among countries in the top 75th percentile (10 attacks or more) over the study period. The number of fatalities per attack was calculated by weapon type. Of the 23 countries with at least 1 attack, 17 were in the upper 75th percentile of total attacks; the countries are listed in footnote "d" in the 2002  120  7  87  27  3  0  2003  121  5  83  21  3  0  2004  59  5  47  4  4  0  2005  100  4  74  22  1  0  2006  98  7  63  28  1  0  2007  72  10  48  12  2  0  2008  163  5  72  78  10  0  2009  181  19  54  107  5  0  2010  133  13  93  23  3  0  2011  93  10  60  18  1  0  2012  190  9  155  24  4  0  2013  254  15  160  70  11  13  2014  215  8  108  93  7  0  2015  335  38  111  161  25  18  2016  269  31  76  121  41  17  Total  2403  186  1291  809  121  48 (continued) Letters in countries with 10 or more attacks. The types of attacks were as follows: explosives (n = 1379, 49.0%), incendiary (n = 1015, 36.0%), firearms (n = 260, 9.2%), vehicle/melee (n = 151, 5.4%), and miscellaneous (n = 88, 3.1%). In 2015 and 2016, compared with earlier years, there were notable increases in attacks involving vehicle/melee in the United States and Western Europe. The Figure, A shows the proportion of firearms attacks among countries with 10 or more attacks, with the United States at 20.4% (n = 67) followed by the Netherlands at 14.3% (n = 3) (χ 2 for all countries, P < .001). In the 2817 attacks, there were 1031 fatalities, of which 566 (54.9%) were attributed to firearms. The Figure, B shows the number of fatalities per attack by weapon type. Among all weapon types compared with explosives, the IRR per fatality was 4.75 (95% CI, 4.18-5.39) for attacks with firearms, 1.21 (95% CI, 0.91-1.59) for vehicle/ melee, and 0.05 (95% CI, 0.03-0.08) for incendiaries.
Discussion | Although firearms were used in fewer than 10% of terrorist attacks between 2002 and 2016, they accounted for about 55% of the fatalities. Among countries with 10 or more attacks, the proportion involving firearms in the United States was higher than in any other nation. Moreover, the risk of fatality was considerably higher in attacks committed with firearms than in attacks using other weapons. In the United States and other countries, government policies and legislative efforts to protect citizens from terrorism should consider the proportions and lethality of terrorist attacks committed with firearms. a All data are from the Global Terrorism Database. 4 In addition, totals may not equal sum of counts by weapon type because single attacks can have multiple types of weapons used, and totals include attacks using biological/chemical weapons (n = 37, 1.3%), which are not reported in the table. b Includes fake weapons, sabotage, and weapon categories "Other" and "Unknown."
